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Bringing Hope 

 In Advent we talk about the Christmas season and its themes of love, peace, 
joy, and hope.  But one of the things we need to remember is that while Jesus Christ 
is the hope of the world, the significance of the season isn't just in remembering that 
hope, but in appreciating the fact that the hope came to us. 
 
 Christians often speak of the hope they have in Jesus as if it is centered in the 
future, and centered in heaven.  But that is a view of hope where we have to go to it.  
But the center of the Christmas story is the fact of the incarnation – Emmanuel, God-
with-us –  the miracle that God came to us instead.  Hope is here.  Hope is now. 
 
 "The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord." – Luke 2:10-11 
 
 Because of the Christmas story, we have to be incarnational in our faith.   
That means that we are to represent the embodiment of Christ's love and go forth 
into the world to bring that love, peace, joy, and hope to the people of the world.   
It is insufficient to sit back and simply make it available to all who would come to 
receive it; if we are to emulate Christ, we have to bring the hope to them. 
 
 So in this Advent, please consider the question: where and to whom can I  
go and bring tangible expressions of love and hope?  Not just to people we know  
and love already, but people we don't know yet ought to love nonetheless.  Jesus 
Christ was God Incarnate, and as the lyrics of my favorite Christmas Carol ("Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing") say, God was "pleased, as man, with men to dwell; Jesus, our 
Emmanuel!"  May you, as persons created in the image of God, be similarly  
pleased to dwell among all people, and bring them hope. 
 
Peace and blessings, 

December 2016 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study reviews the 
sermon passage each week from 10:00-10:45 am  
in the East Room.  It will not meet on Sunday, 
December 25 or January 1. 

News for the Congregation 

FPC LIVE BOLDLY 
ESSENTIALS 
FPC programming to equip you on your 
Christ-filled journey to Live Boldly 

DISCIPLESHIP 
EVENT:  
THE  
CULTURE 
MAP  
Wednesday, Dec. 7  
7-8:30 pm in the East Room  

 

Join Pastor Rich and Pastor Kellie on Wednesday 
December 7 from 7—8:30 pm. We live in a diverse 
world where success requires having the skills to 
navigate through cultural differences and decode 
cultures foreign to your own. Come watch a 
presentation by Professor Erin Meyer, author of  
The Culture Map, as she combines a smart  
analytical framework with practical, actionable  
advice for succeeding in a global world. 

CHRISTMAS 2016  
Mark your calendars for an FPC Christmas. 
 

CAROLS AND COOKIES 
Friday, December 2 at 6:30 pm 
Enjoy a evening of food, fun and caroling for  
all our families.  
 

105TH CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE  
Sunday, December 11 at  3:00 pm and 5:00 pm 
The highlight of the Christmas season is this  
beautiful service presented at our church for the  
105th consecutive year.  The music will include carols 
old, new and traditional, audience sing-along and the 
singing of “Silent Night” and candle lighting. Our 
Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by 
brass quintet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite your 
friends to share in the beautiful music of the season 
and come early for best seating. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 
Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 pm 
A Christmas celebration especially suited for  
families with children featuring our Chancel Choir, 
soloists and special guests. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT 
COMMUNION SERVICE 
Saturday, December 24 at 11:00 pm 
Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas Eve  
service at the traditional late hour ending at  
Midnight. A special extended prelude begins at 11:00 
pm. Our accomplished Chancel Choir will sing music 
of Willcocks, Rutter, Handel and Wilberg. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY CHORAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 am. 
Our Chancel Choir and soloists will present  
carols and hymns of the season at this special  
Sunday Worship.  
 

NEW YEAR'S DAY SERVICE 
Sunday, January 1 at 11:00 am 
We especially encourage you to attend the 11 am 
worship service with a special message to inspire  
you to dream big for 2017. 

Daytime Bible Study 
Wednesday Lunch & Learn  
12/7 - 12-1 p.m., Meeting Room 
Bring your lunch and enjoy the discussion! 
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INDOOR  
LABYRINTH  
OPEN ON  
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 

Come, walk the Labyrinth on Saturday, December 31, 
anytime from 7 - 11 pm in the Chapel.. As we walk the 
winding path by candlelight and Gregorian chant, we 
can reflect on the year past, thank God for the blessings 
of 2016 and pray for hope and peace in the New 
Year.  Enter the Chapel through the East Room. 

 

GRIEFSHARE 2017 
 

FPC is pleased to be a 
GriefShare location to 
help people through 
their loss of a loved 

one. This winter on Wednesday nights from February 
1 – April 26th 2017 we will hold our Winter 2017 
Session. GriefShare is open to FPC and friends from 
across the community. Please contact Pastor Kellie 
for any information at Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

    COFFEE &   
      CONVERSATION 
 
 

Thanks to our November C&C hosts for their  
great help and ministry! Paul, Carmen, and  
Andrew Platek,  Sheila Chen and Hung-En Sung,  
the Stewardship Committee, and Cary, David, Beyla, 
and Nolan Schweizer. 

DRAWING, SEEING 
AND THINKING 
RETURNS  

 

FPC is excited that this Art Class returns to the Art 
Loft in 2017, first with an afternoon class in the winter 
followed by an evening class in the spring.  Look for 
more information about this class with Artist Elaine 
Van Ost and Email Elaine at elainevo@verizon.net. 

CROSSROADS 
Join us for our 5:30 p.m. Crossroads contemporary  
service. The band sounds great in Elmore Hall!  
Crossroads features the same sermon as the morning 
service, backed by an excellent band in a casual 
environment.  Check it out and invite a friend!  
Crossroads will not meet on December 11  
(Candlelight Carol Service), December 25 (Christmas)  
or January 1 (New Year's Day). 

SPARK HOPE 
 

Spark Hope is FPC’s campaign to raise 
money and grow community 
partnerships for fire recovery.   

Look for some special Spark Hope 
holiday initiatives including a Spark Hope Christmas 
ornament and a Bake Sale for delicious treats to bring to 
all your holiday gatherings. Our Origami holiday cards 
are close to selling out and be sure to pick yours up! 

GIVE LIKE NO ONE ELSE 
Financial Peace University teaches a very simple 
lesson; "live like no one else, so later you can live  
and give like no one else".  What this means is if  
you can discipline yourself to live within your means, 
pay off your debt and build up an emergency fund 
you will be able to give more.  Hebrews 12:11 says 
"No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but  
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest  
of righteousness and peace for those who have  
been trained by it". As we ask for your financial 
commitment for 2017, if you are not giving as  
much as you would like consider taking the next 
FPU class starting February 12, 2017.   
      Paul Platek, Stewardship Chair  



 

FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

THANK YOU 
 

Family Ministries would like to 
thank all those that filled & 
later sorted, the Operation 
Christmas Child boxes. We  

donated over 120 boxes! Thank 
you also to Mereces Zuluaga & 

Candy Urena for chairing thisfantastic project! 

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR  
NOVEMBER 
 

Early Childhood (First Look Nursery & 
Pre-K) - It’s time to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior!  We will share the story of 

Christmas and learn why baby Jesus is so special. 
 

Elementary (252) - Our Memory Verse for December 
comes from Philippians 4:4.  Paul’s faith in God made 
him strong and gave him the ability to find joy, even in 
the difficult times.  Always be joyful because you be-
long to the Lord. As our children memorize this verse, 
we hope they remember that their joy is not tied to 
their circumstances. Instead, we find joy when we  
realize that we belong to God.  
 

Middle School  (XP3) - We will explore two often-
untold parts of the Christmas story and we will discover 
that God had something bigger in mind from the very 
beginning. And, just as it was true for those at the first 
Christmas, He may just have a bigger story in mind for 
us as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAROLS AND COOKIES 
Please join us for Carols and Cookies -  December 2nd  
at 6:30 p.m. Join us for dinner and then our cookie  
exchange…Bring a dozen - take a dozen! 

Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 
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SEND A GREETING TO A SOLDIER 
Take time to write an encouraging note to a  
recovering American soldier at Walter Reed  
Army Medical Center, 6900 Georgia Ave.,  
NW Washington D.C. 20307. At Coffee &  
Conversation, there are many donated cards  
and labels for your convenience  so you send a  
note of cheer and a thank you to those who are 
serving our country. 

FIVE WISHES IN 3 LANGUAGES 

FIVE WISHES is the first Living Will that talks  
about personal, emotional and spiritual needs as  
well as medical wishes. We have it in 3 languages,  
English, Korean and Spanish. The CARE Ministries 
Committee makes available for borrowing the Five 
Wishes DVD and booklet called NEXT STEPS to  
help a family talk about their end-of-life wishes and 
how to cope with serious illness.  If you wish to  
borrow this very important resource, please see  
Dorothy VanderWerf at C&C or contact her at  
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org / 201-568-7373 x307. 

2017 GOD’S CREATION CALENDARS  
 

For only $8 you can purchase a beautiful wall calendar 
which will benefit our Spark Hope Fire Revovery 
Fund.  Besides beautiful pictures of God's creation,  
there is a Scripture for each month, and lots of space  
for writing in your family schedule. They also  make 
great gifts for Christmas or as a hostess gift. Calendars 
will be available in Elmore Hall and the Church Office. 
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MOBILIZE FOR MISSION:  
FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST 
 

FPC Mission collects food and non-perishable food 
items the first Sunday of each month to support the 
hungry and the great work of the Center for Food Ac-
tion. Bring in your donations Sunday Dec. 4.  

FPC Mobilize for Mission: Help Build God’s World  
The FPC Mission Commi ee works to create opportuni es for FPC to be the hands and feet of Jesus. From Center for Food Ac on  
to Bergen County’s Habitat for Humanity to strategic partnerships such as NYC’s Food and Homeless ministry at Jan Hus Presbyterian  
Church, thank you for all you do to build God’s World.  

THINK CHRISTMAS GIFTS – 
THINK ALTERNATIVE GIFTS  
TO CREATE IMPACT 
 

If you’re seeking ways to both give a holiday gift and  
create impact to Build God’s World, consider…a 
family of chickens. Or a cow. Or a Beekeeping Kit.  
The Presbyterian Mission Agency has a special holiday 
Giving Catalogue that supports mission projects across 
the globe.  Call 1-800-872-3283 or presbyteriangifts.org 
to make a selection that can make big impact.  

HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES THROUGH  
FAMILY PROMISE IN DECEMBER 

Six congregations host homeless families from Sunday, December 25 to Sunday, January 1 
at the Leonia United Methodist Church on Broad Avenue. Our church is hosting on Friday,  
December 30 AND on Sunday, December 25. We need two overnight hosts on Dec. 25 and  
we need a dinner provided on Dec. 25 and a dinner on Dec. 30th.  Others may wish to help  
supply food for their breakfasts and lunches. More information will be available at Coffee &  

Conversation on Sundays or by contacting Natalie Beaumont or Dorothy V. 
 

First Press 

 
NEW MEMBERS OF THE FPC TEAM 
 

Beth Morrison has joined the staff as our new 
part-time Office Associate.  Garin Kassis is  
our new Custodian and he will take up  
residence in the custodian's apartment at  
the start of the New Year.  We are thrilled to  
have them onboard - please take a moment  
to welcome them when you meet them.  

AMAZON SMILE 
Do you shop on Amazon?  Did you know that if 
you start at smile.amazon.com you can designate 
FPC as your charitable beneficiary and we will  
receive 0.5% of whatever you spend, at no cost  
to you. Sign up before you do your online  
Christmas shopping! 
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From the Choir Room 

SPONSORS NEEDED 
The beautiful Christmas programs are made possible 
through the music fund of our church. The fund does 
not have an adequate balance to cover the expense of 
our magnificent brass quartet and other instruments  
for the Christmas programs. Donations are desperately 
needed so that our tradition of having the most  
beautiful music in the county can continue  
uninterrupted. Donations may be left at the office or 
see David Macfarlane about sponsoring individual  
instruments for one of our Christmas Programs. 
 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon 
being produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with 
friends via email or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for 
yourself but as a way to start faith conversations with friends and family.  
Access the videos from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

 

Donate to the Flower Fund in 
memory of a loved one, to honor 

family or friend, in thanksgiving for 
another person, or other tributes during the 

Christmas Season. Please fill out the 
information below and place in the offering 
plate together with your donation or contact 

the church office by December 16th  
(201-568-7373 x303 or x304 or e-mail to 

office@englewoodpres.org). 
 

 

Given by: (your name) 
_____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

In memory of: 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

In honor of: 
_____________________________________
___________________________________ 
 

In thanksgiving for: 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

Other honor: 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

POINSETTIAS 
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DECEMBER CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship Service 

 

12 noon  
Coffee & Conversation 

 

Nursery/child care  
available from  

10:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship 

Every Sunday 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Mission Strategy,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo  x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Assoicate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
beth@englewoodpres.org 
 
Family Ministries Coordinator,  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,   x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 
 

Staff Extensions and E‐mail Addresses 
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